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Painter of the Old West

Frederic Remington, Single Handed
Brave Enough to Find His Own Way

Frederic Remington was a truly American artist. Towards 
the end of the 19th century, when the majority of Ameri-
can men of letters and artists still looked towards Europe 
for inspiration and models, he looked much closer to 
home, even though it was still a long way from his native 
New York - the American West. 

Distinct Vocation

Born in Canton, New York, on October 1, 1861, he re-
ceived a brief education in art at the Yale College of Art 
and the Art Students League in New York. His  trip to the 
West at the age of nineteen gave him an opportunity to 
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try his hand as a cowboy, a scout and a rancher. These 
jobs did not keep him from doing what he loved most: 
sketching, illustrating and jotting down his thoughts 
and memories in a diary. To the contrary, they gave him 
opportunities to depict life as it was, vibrant, full of detail 
and color. It was then that he discovered what he want-
ed to do for his living: to paint the American West: cow-
boys,  Native Americans, soldiers, battles, scuffles, horses 
and landscapes.

Art in Demand

He was lucky enough to get a commission from Harper’s 
Weekly, the largest pictorial newspaper of the time, to 
document the changes in the West. Even though pho-
tography had already been invented, the tradition of ar-
tistic illustrations was still prevalent in American news-
papers. 

Before It Disappeared

The American West got a talented and greatly skilled 
artist able to depict the dramatic events that were to 
change it forever. A lot was going on. Native Americans 
were losing their last battles. For a different reason cow-
boys were thinning in numbers, made redundant by new 
methods of agriculture and breeding, buffaloes, hunted 
to the verge of extinction, ceased to be a common sight 
on the Great Plains. Remington recorded the Sioux upris-
ings, Sitting Bull’s murder, the capture of Geronimo and 
the last great buffalo slaughter in the northern plains. 

An Acclaimed Painter

The public loved Remington’s art. The sincerity with 
which he presented the scenes appealed to an average 
viewer even more than it did to the critics at first. He de-

Frederic Remington, A Vaquero

veloped and mastered his technique as he painted. A 
prolific artist, he completed nearly 3,000 works. His per-
sonal goal was to render fine detail in such a way that 
“you could feel the details instead of seeing them.”  

continued on p. 3

Frederic Remington, A Brush with the Redskins
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Frederic Remington, The Bronco Buster, Photo ©AP Images

A Sculptor and a Writer

In 1895 Frederic Remington “discovered” sculpture. While 
he did not give up painting, he found bronze an ideal 
and lasting material for an artist. He wrote to a friend: 

My oils will all get old mastery- that is, they will look like 
pale molasses in time - my watercolors will fade- but I am 
to endure in bronze - even rust does not touch. - I am mod-
elling - I find I do well - I am doing a cowboy on a bucking 
bronco and I am going to rattle down through all ages.

He was referring to one of his best bronze sculptures, 
“The Bronco Buster” (1895), which - though widely imi-
tated - remains a masterpiece of its kind. His other sculp-
tures burst  with vibrant motion and action. His favorite 
themes include cowboys, Native Americans, outlaws and 
bucking horses. In sculpture, just as in his painting, Rem-
ington succeeded in achieving masterful ability to show 
fine details.

In addition to his paintings and sculpture, Remington  
also wrote books (including: “Pony Tracks”, (1895), “Draw-
ings” (1897), “Crooked Trails” (1898), “Sundown Leflare” 
(1899), “Stories of Peace and War” (1899), “Men with the 
Bark On” (1900), “The Way of an Indian” (1906). This prolif-
ic artist accomplished a great deal in his short life, which 
was cut short by appendicitis. He died in 1909 at the age 
of 48, having forever changed the popular image of the 
American West.  

Text AIRC Krakow

Frederic Remington, An Assault on His Dignity

Click to listen

http://stream.state.gov/streamvol/libmedia/krakow/10474/painter/painter.wma
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Exercise 1  Comprehension 

Exercise 2  Writing 

Without referring back to the text decide if the sentenc-
es below are true (T) or false (F):

1. Frederic Remington wanted to move to Europe to 
paint, but he did not have enough money.
2. Outlaws were a favorite theme of Remington’s. 
3. During his life Remington painted about 3,000 paint-
ings.
4. Harper’s Weekly commissioned illustrations of historic 
events.
5. Frederic Remington decided to sculpt in bronze so 
that his art would last longer.Frederic Remington in 1884 Photo 

©AP Images

Solon Borglum’s 1898 bronze sculpture “Lassoing Wild Horses” 
and oil paintings by Frederic Remington and Frank Tenney 

Johnson in Austin, Texas, are part of the Blanton Museum of 
Art’s 17,000-piece permanent collection, Photo ©AP Images

Exercise 3  Speaking 

Look at the photograph on the left. 
Write a story for a newspaper which 
will include a description of the scene 
(where it is taking place, what time of 
the year it is, what the men are wear-
ing, and what is going on.) The story 
should not exceed 150 words. 

If you want, send your story to Zoom 
in on America: zoom@usinfo.pl

The best stories will be printed in the 
next issue of Zoom.

Work with three other students. One 
student is the chairman of the board 
and the rest are curators of a fine arts 
museum.  Curators have been asked 
by the Museum managing board to 
plan an exhibit of paintings/sculp-
tures of their favorite artist. 

•	  Prepare a short presentation. 
First decide on the artist. Then 
think of the works of art you want 
to show at your exhibit. How will 
you arrange it? Plan the grand 
opening and getting publicity. 
Estimate the cost of bringing the 
works of art, the insurance, the 
opening event and catalogues.

•	  Give your presentation.
•	  Having listened to all presen-

tations, the chairman will decide 
who will get the funds to orga-
nize his/her exhibit.

To see more of Frederic Remington’s works you 
can visit this website:

 http://www.frederic-remington.org/

Frederic Remington, The Coming and Going of the Pony 
Express, Photo ©AP Images

Ogdensburg, New York - Frederic Remington Art 
Museum
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