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It pays to be an unpaid journalist for a high school 
newspaper in the U.S. Having an editorial “past” is 
a great asset in gaining admission to an American 
college or university. Possibilities are many. 
Nearly every decent high school runs a newspa-
per: in print, online, or both. 
 

The Tattoo, a teen newspa-
per stationed in Bristol, Con-
necticut, and in operation 
since 1994 (online 
since 1996), is not 
associated with a 
particular school. It 
invites high school 
students from around 
the world to send in 
their articles.  
 

Teenage journalists 
are aided by two 
professional report-
ers: Steve Collins 
and Jackie Maje-
rus, who offer guid-
ance to young edi-
tors and fund the 
publication. 
 

The motto of the 
newspaper is “The 
Tattoo takes teenag-
ers seriously”, and 
the subjects it deals 
with are serious: 
school violence, teen 
suicide, the struggle 
against terrorism. 
Though, lighter topics 
are not in short sup-
ply either: movie re-
views, sports cover-

age, cartoons, etc. 
The involvement of high school students from all 
over the world introduces a variety of viewpoints, as 
well as an opportunity to read first hand accounts 
from near and far. 
 

You can read The Tattoo by going to http://
www.readthetattoo.com/. There 
are news stories and opinion 
pieces on a variety of topics. 

You’ll also find 
Samantha Perez’s 
engaging Hurricane 
Journal, winner of 
the 2006 Mel Wil-
liams Award for Ex-
cellence in Writing.  
 

The publication re-
cords 50 teenage 
writers who have 
won awards in jour-
nalism for articles 
published on its 
pages. 
  
The Tattoo inter-
views are accompa-
nied by audio and 
video materials, 
which make them 
even more interest-
ing and appealing 
through their authen-
ticity. 
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YOUTH JOURNALISM IN THE USA 
 

A  TEEN NEWSPAPER :  THE  TATTOO 

 www.readthetattoo.com 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS FROM POLAND ARE 
 INVITED TO SEND THEIR ARTICLES TO 

THE TATTOO 

http://www.readthetattoo.com/


WHAT ARE THE ASSETS OF YOUTH 
MEDIA? 

 

They voice opinions and concerns of 
young people and thus can be an in-
valuable tool for teachers and parents 
in learning about the interests and 
needs of their students and children. 
They offer an opportunity for individu-
als to hone their powers of perception, 
to sharpen their wit, and express them-
selves through the written or spoken 
word. They often are a starting point for 
a career as a journalist, novelist, or 
playwright. 

HOW ARE YOUTH MEDIA 
FUNDED? 

 

Though student journalists are un-
paid for volunteers, the costs of run-
ning a publication are high. Money is 
usually raised through private and 
corporate sponsorship, advertising, 
individual donations and grants. Stu-
dents use other ingenuous means of 
earning money as well. An example 
might be selling photos in frames, as 
mouse pads or photo mugs that can 
cost up to a hundred dollars. 
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WHAT RIGHTS DOES THE FIRST 
AMENDMENT GUARANTEE? 

 

The First Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution guarantees the right to 
freedom of speech and expression: 
“Congress shall make no law … 
abridging the freedom of speech, or 
of the press … .” Public school offi-
cials (who are government agents) 
cannot censor youth publications. 
Private school officials, however, are 
not constitutionally prohibited from 
censorship, though, in accordance 
with state laws and school statutes, 
their interference is not substantial. 

WHAT ARE YEARBOOKS? 
 

A yearbook is a publication of a 
given school or college featur-
ing the students, teachers and 
events in a given year. Editorial 
staff keep track of school activi-
ties which are then documented 
in often humorous articles. Still 
more important are students' 
photos, both formal studio por-
traits and informal shots taken 
by the students themselves. 
There may be a section with 
congratulations from parents.  
They are distributed at the end 
of the school year when stu-
dents participate in the time 
honored tradition of signing 
each others' yearbooks with 

memories from the previ-
ous year and wishes for the 

future. 

WHO ARE STUDENT MEDIA 
ADVISERS? 

 

They are usually teachers who 
teach journalism at a given 
school and advise student 
journalists on the articles they 
write for school publications. 
The job can be hard and 
risky, as it can involve me-
diation between students 
and the school admini-
stration. Apart from tact, 
delicacy, and diplomacy, it re-
quires knowledge about legal 
matters such as copyright. 

WHAT IS THE NATIONAL 
SCHOLASTIC PRESS ASSO-

CIATION? 
 

It is an association established in 
1921 for high school students. It 
awards the very prestigious 
(often referred to as the “Pulitzer 
Prizes of student journalism”) 
Pacemaker Awards in the follow-
ing categories: newspaper, 
online, yearbook/magazine, 
broadcast, and individual awards 
for the Story, Picture, Design 
and Broadcast Story of the Year. 

WHAT ARE ZINES? 
 

Zines are publications that do 
not fit in the mainstream media. 
They are usually centered 
around topics of special interest 
to small segments of society. 
They claim to be independent 
from outside influences and 
they reject all kinds of censor-
ship. Many are not explicitly 
copyrighted and their publishers 
believe the materials within 
should be freely distributed. 

DO HIGH SCHOOL STU-
DENTS TRY THEIR SKILLS 

ON RADIO AND TV? 
 

Definitely yes. Some schools 
have radio stations and even 
though they may not have a 
broad reach, the job of a radio 
reporter is the same as in any 
big station. Many teens work at 
local TV stations for kids.    

WHAT ARE THE WEAKNESSES OF YOUTH MEDIA? 
 

Periodical irregularity, which results from students’ pri-
orities such as exams; delayed coverage of national or 
regional top stories; and fluctuations of staff, which 
sometimes leads to a drastic change in the media pro-
file can be listed as the weaknesses of youth media.  

WHAT WAS THE HAZELWOOD DECISION? 
 

This decision of the U.S. Supreme Court of 1988 
ruled that public high school officials have greater 
authority to censor public school curricular student 
newspapers that have not been established as fo-
rums for student expression. 

TEN  
QUESTIONS 
 ABOUT 

 YOUTH JOUR-
NALISM 

 IN THE U.S. 

Click to listen: http://www.usinfo.pl/zoom/audio/audio2.wma 
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In addition to college newspapers and yearbooks, a 
popular kind of publication by students, which is tar-
geted at a much wider audience, are literary maga-
zines. Featuring work of young writers, poets, painters 
and photographers, they provide space for creative 
minds that have not yet had a chance to gain recogni-
tion. Their role and importance is hard to exaggerate.  
 

The oldest student literary magazine on American soil 
is The Harvard Advocate. It was founded in 1866 by 
Charles Gage and William Peckham and, with the ex-
ception of a few years during World War II, has been 
published ever since. While in office, the chief editor 
has the privilege of going under a name of Pegasus 
(the mythological winged horse of the Muses), an allu-
sion to his or her power to elevate young literary gen-
iuses to the heights 
of the literary pan-
theon. 
 

Indeed, a list of fa-
mous authors who 
put their first steps 
on The Advocate's 
pages is as long as 
it is impressive. It 
includes Theodore 
Roosevelt, Edwin 
Arlington Robinson, 
Wallace Stevens, 
E. E. Cummings, T. S. Eliot, Robert Fitzgerald, Leo-
nard Bernstein, Norman Mailer, Ezra Pound, William 
Carlos Williams, Archibald MacLeish, Richard Wilbur, 
Robert Bly, John Ashbery, Donald Hall, Frank O'Hara, 
Harold Brodkey, John Hawkes, Howard Nemerov, 
Marianne Moore, Robert Lowell, Tom Wolfe, Lev 
Grossman, Benjamin Kunkel, Carl Phillips, Jane Yeh 
and ... many, many others.  

Yet, it was not easy 
for any of them to 
have their work pub-
lished by The Advo-
cate. As Donald Hall, 
who was Pegasus in 
the 1950s, recalls in 
his book Remember-
ing Poets, the editing 
board was relent-
lessly strict: 
 

   We worked hard, 
but we worked hard to keep standards high, which 
is to say that we worked hard at rejecting things. 
When there was an argument, the negative could be 
counted on to win. When in doubt, reject. 
 

It is not surprising that through such a sieve many a 
pearl would be sifted along with the sand. Some of 
these pearls were yet to grow and shine somewhere 
else. One example might be Robert Lowell, who had 
no luck with the editors of The Advocate during his 
time at Harvard. But even the luckier ones, like T. S. 
Eliot, whose juvenilia was actually printed, remem-
bered that "Everyone threw his poems into a bas-
ket." There is consolation in these words for all 
those young writers whose work does not get recog-
nition in the eyes of their peers.  
 

Student literary magazines play an important role. 
Through the process of hot debates and amidst 
sharp, witty criticism we are presented with intrigu-
ing works.  
 

Watch out! You may find gems on the pages of 
these magazines.  
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The Harvard Advocate 
A Student Literary Magazine 

Norman Mailer answers questions in 
Austin, Texas, Thursday, April 28, 

2005. In front of Mailer is a copy of a 
1941 Harvard Advocate containing 

his story "The Greatest Thing in the 
World'  Photo © AP Images  

Bloggers: Self Journalism 
 

We live faster and faster. The world has become a vil-
lage. We have no time to wait to be discovered. The 

number of discoverers is small in 
comparison with what awaits dis-
covery. Bloggers have taken the 
matters in their own hands and 
have become their own discover-
ers.   
 

Blogs may be our contemporary 
contribution to the writing genres. 
They are a good illustration of a 
revolution that took place in the 
world’s society owing to the out-
burst of possibilities opened by 

new technology. Personal secrets, which our grand-
mothers entrusted to no one but the leather-covered 
pages of their diaries, now inhabit the virtual space.  
 

Everyone can write blogs, chil-
dren, university professors, 
artists, workers, nuns, experts, 
humans, even … robots (see 
photo). 
 

If journalism means publishing 
for an audience, then blogging 
belongs to the genre. How-
ever, considering its 
subjectivity, it seems 
closer to the old diary 
writing.   Sister Edith Bogue, writer 

of a blog "Monastic Mus-
ings." Photo © AP Images     

Harvard Yard 
Photo  Wikipedia 

Aibo robot can keep diary with an 
autonomously taken photograph and 
a brief text on its daily activities with 

its owner, Photo © AP Images 

Click to listen: http://www.usinfo.pl/zoom/audio/audio3.wma 
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Win a Prize!   
 

The answer in the April 
2007 Contest was: 

 

 - It will be the 50th 
Ceremony - 

 

 Thank you for 
participating 

 

The winners are:  
Leszek from Elbląg, Ola 

from Rzeszów and 
Janusz from 

Częstochowa 
CONGRATULATIONS 

 

About ZOOM 
 

Zoom is online at 
www.usinfo.pl/zoom/ 

 
Subscription issues 
www.usinfo.pl/zoom/

subscribe.htm 
 

Contact us at 
zoom@usinfo.pl  

 
American Information 

Resource Centers 
 

Warsaw 
Ambasada USA 

ul. Piękna 14, 00-540 
Warszawa 

airc_warsaw@state.gov 
 

Krakow 
Konsulat Generalny USA 

ul. Stolarska 9,  
31-043 Krakow 

KrakowAIRC@state.gov 
 

             Exercise 2 
 

Journalist or correspondent? 
Which of the words given below 
collocate with the word journalist 
and which with correspondent? 
 
■ freelance ... 
■ war ... 
■ foreign ... 
■ sports ... 
■ Washington ... 

Activity Page 

 

          Win a Prize!   
 

MAY 2007 CONTEST 
 

Is a freelance journalist 
associated with some 

particular newspaper or 
does he work on his 

own? 
 

Send the answer (with 
your home address) to: 

zoom@usinfo.pl 
Deadline: June 5 

Find answers to activities on this page at www.usinfo.pl/zoom/ 

 Glossary -  
(in the order of appearance) 

 

admission - the act of entering a 
place 
aid (v.) - help, provide with 
money, assistance or service 
guidance - help and advice 
amidst - surrounded by, in the 
middle of  
amendment - a section added to  
a law or rule that changes it 
substantial - large in amount or 
degree, important 
fluctuations - changes 
invaluable - extremely useful 
playwright - a writer of plays 
feature (v.) - show or present 
something 
recognition - if someone re-
ceives recognition for what they 
have done, people acknowledge 
the value of it 
elevate - bring to a higher status 
or rank 
outburst (n.) - a sudden strong 
expression of something (an emo-
tion) 
relentlessly - never stopping or 
becoming less intense 
sieve – a tool for separating 
smaller pieces from larger ones 
sift - putting through a sieve 
juvenilia - works produced by an 
author when he was young 
peers - people of the same age 
diminish - reduce in size, make 
smaller 
gem - a jewel or precious stone 
epistolary - in a form of a series 
of letters 

                        Exercise 1 
 

  
What word do these definitions describe? 
One letter is provided and the number of let-
ters is given in brackets: 
 
1. A person who draws for the newspaper:   
 - - R - - - - - - - (10) 
2. A serious magazine for professionals: 
 J - - - - - - (7)  
3. The beginning of an article with the most 
 important or interesting information: 
 - - - D (4) 
4. The person in charge of a newspaper: 
 - - I - - - (6) 
5. The number of copies a newspaper sells a 
 day: 
 - - - C - - - - - - - (11) 
6. A newspaper with lots of photographs and 
 stories about famous people and sex 
 and not many articles about serious 
 news: 
 T - - - - - - (7) 
7. A short film of news that used to be shown 
 in cinemas: 
 - - - - R - - - (8) 
8. The title of a report or article written in big 
 letters: 
 - - A - - - - - (8) 
9. Newspaper that appears every day: 
 - - - - Y (5) 
10. A place on a street where newspapers 
 and magazines are sold: 
 - - - S - - - - - (9)  

                      Exercise 3  
 
 
Each of these questions contains an idiomatic 
expression. Find and explain it and then an-
swer the question: 
 
1. Under what political circumstances do 

people develop a habit of reading be-
tween the lines? 

2. Can you give an example of a piece of 
news that is hot off the press at the mo-
ment? 

3. When is it especially important for politi-
cians to have good press? 

4. What is the difference between tabloid 
newspapers and yellow journalism? 

5. Why is no news good news? 
6. Is there any newspaper or magazine 

which you read from cover to cover? 

 


