
In this issue: General Election     Zoom in on America

 General Election

The 1990 photo of the W
hite H

ouse O
val 

O
ffice  (photo A

P
?W

hite H
ouse)



page 2

The President and First Lady

Barack Obama was born in Hawaii on August 
4, 1961. His mother was from Kansas and his 
father from Kenya. He was raised with help from 
his grandparents in Hawaii and later in Indone-
sia. As a student Obama attended Columbia and 
Harvard Universities and received a law degree 
from the latter. He was the first African-Ameri-
can president of the Harvard Law Review. Upon 
graduation, he lived in Chicago where he taught 
constitutional law at the University of Chicago, 
worked as a community organizer and as a civil 
rights attorney. He worked in the Illinois State 
Senate for eight years and was then elected to 
the U.S. Senate in November 2004. 
 
In the Illinois State Senate, he passed the first 
major ethics reform in 25 years, cut taxes for 
working families, and expanded health care for 
children and their parents. 

On November 4, 2008 Barack Obama was elect-
ed the 44th President of the United States and 

sworn in on January 20, 2009. 

Michelle Obama was born in Chicago to Fra-
ser and Marian Robinson. She studied sociol-
ogy and African-American studies at Princeton 
University. After graduating from Harvard Law 
School in 1988, she joined the Chicago law firm 
Sidley & Austin, where she met her future hus-
band. She liked working with people to serve 
their communities and their neighbors. In 1996, 
Mrs. Obama joined the University of Chicago 
as Associate Dean of Student Services, where 
she developed the university’s first community 
service program. As First Lady, Mrs. Obama  
launched Let’s Move!, a campaign  to bring to-
gether community leaders, teachers, doctors, 
nurses, moms and dads in a nationwide effort to 
tackle the challenge of childhood obesity. 
 
Michelle and Barack Obama have two daugh-
ters: Malia, 14, and Sasha, 11. 

Fourth grade student Joy English of Central Intermediate School in Washington, Ill., lifts her President Obama mask during in-
structor Jane Woith’s Wax Museum Hall of Presidents on Thursday, February 16, 2012. (photo AP Images)

The 2012 presidential campaign is now over; the lights in the TV studios which hosted the 
three presidential debates between the two candidates, Republican Mitt Romney and Demo-
crat Barack Obama, have been turned off; and Hurricane Sandy, which darkened the lights in 
so many homes across the eastern coast of the United States - thus affecting the campaign 
in an unforeseen  way - has run its course. President Obama is back in the White House pre-
paring for a second term in office as America’s President.  
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How Do People Vote?

H. Maxine Daniels, left, director of the Dekalb County Board of Registrations and Elections helps sign in voters at the 
Dekalb County Voter Registration and Elections office in Decatur as they cast their ballots Monday Oct. 15, 2012. Vot-

ers began going to the polls Monday as early voting started in Georgia (photo AP Images)

Who Can Vote?

All American citizens who are at least 18 years of 
age can vote in presidential elections. In case of 
convicted felons, the right to vote depends on the 
state regulations. Two states - Maine and Vermont 
- allow felons to vote from prison, but the rules in 
other states are more restrictive. In most states 
felons are not allowed to vote while in prison, but 
their right to vote may be restored after the release 
from prison, parole and probation. However, there 
are a dozen other states where some felons may 
lose vote permanently depending on the commit-
ted crime. 

Who Coordinates Voting in States?

In each of America’s 50 states, State Election Of-
fices are responsible for the conduct of elections 
throughout their state. They assist voters by pre-
paring Voter Guides that provide information on 

voter registration procedures and deadlines, how 
to request and submit absentee ballots, and de-
tails on the location and opening hours of polling 
places.

How Do People Register?

Eligible voters in the United States must register 
to vote prior to the elections through their State’s 
Election Office. The National Mail Voter Registra-
tion Form allows voters to register from anywhere 
in the U.S.  Americans who are abroad on Election 
Day can vote by means of the absentee ballot.

Absentee Ballot and Early Voting

In the United States it is also possible to vote prior 
to Election Day. This year many people voted prior 
to November 6. The trend to vote prior to Election 
Day has been on the rise recently. It is also pos-
sible for registered voters who will be traveling on 

This year, Americans went to the polls on Tuesday, November 6. The general law establishes 
the Tuesday after the first Monday in November every four years to be the day of General 
Election. 
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Election Day, or who for other reasons are unable 
to go to the polls on Election Day, to cast an absen-
tee ballot. There are state-imposed deadlines for 
returning an absentee ballot. In this election, most 
states established deadlines during the last week 
of October or the first week of November. Some 
states accepted all absentee ballots postmarked 
before the November 6 election.  

Who Can Become President of the 
Unite States?

 
The U.S. Constitution requires a presidential can-
didate to be a natural born citizen of the United 
States. He or she must be at least 35 years of age 
and must reside in the U.S. for a minimum of 14 
years. 
 

Caucuses and Primaries
 
The presidential election campaign in the United 
States begins with preliminary contests within the 
two major political parties: Democratic and Repub-
lican. In a few states, political party candidates for 
the office of President of the United States are se-
lected through Caucuses. Caucuses are meetings 
of local members of a political party during which 
the members select their candidate of choice for 
the office of President. Most states in the U.S. con-
duct preliminary elections called Primaries, dur-
ing which the public casts votes for its preferred 
candidate from each of the two political parties. 
Some states conduct “closed” primary elections, 
while others conduct “open” primary elections. In 
a closed primary, only voters registered for a par-
ticular party are eligible to vote for their party’s can-
didate. In an open primary, any registered voter 
in the state may cast a vote in the primary. Each 

political party’s candidate for the presidency is de-
termined by the results of the caucuses and con-
ventions across the United States. The outcome of 
these contests is confirmed by each party at their 
national Convention. This is also the time when the 
presidential candidates choose their vice presiden-
tial running mate. 
 

Presidential Campaigns
 
As soon as the National Convention is finished, the 
nationwide presidential campaign starts. Presiden-
tial candidates travel around the country and meet 
with the general public. They present their political 
goals and ideas, and suggest ways in which they 
plan to achieve their aims. 
 

General Election
 
The General Election takes place then with people 
in every state across the country voting for presi-
dent and vice president. However, voting in Gener-
al Election means in fact voting for a group of elec-
tors - members of the Electoral College - who then 
choose the president in the final stage of elections.
 

Electoral College
 
In the Electoral College system, each state is al-
located a certain number of electors based on its 
representation in Congress. There are a total of 
538 Electoral College votes. Each elector casts 
one vote following the General Election and the 
candidate who gets more than 270 votes, i.e., half, 
is the winner. 
 
In all but two states, Elector College votes are al-
located according to a “winner-takes-all” system: 

Cindy Lecates holds up absentee ballots that were re-
jected because of lack of signatures (photo AP Images)

Members of the AKA society prepare to vote early, Sun-
day, Oct. 28, 2012 in Miami. They were carrying fans that 

read “No Vote, No Voice”. (photo AP Images)
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whichever candidate receives a majority of the 
votes cast in those states receives all of that state’s 
Electoral College votes. In the other two states, 
Nebraska and Maine, the Electoral College votes 
are allocated proportionately. In this year’s elec-
tion, Barack Obama received 332 Electoral Col-
lege votes while Mitt Romney received 206 Elec-
toral College votes. 

 Swing States

The majority of states in the U.S. consistently vote 
for either a Republican or Democratic presiden-
tial candidate, and the outcome of votes in those 

states is fairly predictable. States that consistently 
vote for Republican candidates are known as “red” 
states. States that consistently vote for Democratic 
candidates are known as “blue” states. In ”swing 
states” or ”battleground states”, as they are also 
called, neither the Republican nor the Democratic 
nominee has a clear majority in advance of the 
election. These states also have another nick-
name: Purple states, since purple is the combina-
tion of red and blue states. It is in these states that 
the presidential election is most competitive, and it 
is in these states that the election campaigns are 
most active.

Trivia Quiz
1. How many presidents has America 
had so far?

a. 39
b. 44
c. 48

2. How long does a presidential term 
last?

a. 48 months
b. 24 months
3. 36 months

3. How many terms can one person 
serve as the U. S. President?

a. 3
b. 1
c. 2

4. Which President served more than 

2 terms before the new law about 
the maximum of 2 terms was intro-
duced?

a. George Washington
b. Bill Clinton

c. Franklin Delano Roosevelt

5. Which President was a famous film 
actor before he became President?

a. Ronald Reagan
2. Richard Nixon

c. George Bush

6. Which President is not presented 
in the Mount Rushmore sculpture?

a. Abraham Lincoln
b. Franklin Delano Roosevelt

c. Thomas Jefferson
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Trivia Quiz cont.

The 1997 White House Holiday Card is a reproduction of Kay Jackson’s “White House Nocturne, South 
Lawn 1997.” It features a view of the South Lawn on a winter’s evening. (photo AP Images)

7. Which president was the first to 
live  in the White House?

a. John Adams
B. Thomas Jefferson

C. George Washington

8. When is the General Election day?
a. every 4 years on the Tuesday after 

the first Monday of November
b. every 4 years on November 6

c. every 3 years on the Tuesday after 
the first Monday in November

9. Who was the President at the time 
of the Louisiana Purchase? 

a. John Adams
b. James Madison

c. Thomas Jefferson

10. Whose father was also a presi-
dent?
(there may be more than one correct 
answer)

a. George W. Bush

b. Franklin Delano Roosevelt
c. John Quincy Adams

11. Whose wife was also running for 
presidential nomination?

a. Thomas Jefferson’s
B. Barack Obama’s

c. Bill Clinton’s

12. Whose firs name was Zachary?
a. Lincoln

b. Tylor
c. Taylor

THANK YOU!!!

Check the answers on our 
Facebook Page:

http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Krakow-Poland/Zoom-in-on-Ameri-

ca/55275357401



Win a Prize!  
November 2012 CONTEST

What is the name of the U.S. 
Vice President?  

Send the answer 
(with your home address) to: 

zoom@usinfo.pl

Deadline: December 5

Win a Prize!  
 

The answer to the October 
contest was: 

55 days
 

 Thank you for participating
 

The winners are:
Patrycja from Lubartow, Maya 
from Gliwice and Ewa from War-

saw
 

CONGRATULATIONS
The prizes will be sent to you by 

mail.

Zoom is online at
www.usinfo.pl/zoom/

 
Free subscription

Write to: zoom@usinfo.pl
 

Contact us at
zoom@usinfo.pl

 
American Information 

Resource Center
Krakow

Konsulat Generalny USA
ul. Stolarska 9, 
31-043 Krakow

KrakowAIRC@state.gov
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Exercise 2 SPEAKING
Work with another student. Choose one of the photos below and de-
scribe it to your partner. Then talk about the role of presidential cam-
paigns. 

Activity Page
Exercise 1 READING

Read the text about the official office the U.S. President, the Oval Office, and 
put back the missing words below.

The office was ... (1) by the architect Nathan C. Wyeth at the order of President William Howard 
Taft in 1909. Named for its distinctive oval ... (2), the Oval Office is part of the complex of offices 
that make up the West Wing of the White House. Badly damaged by a fire in 1929, the office 
was rebuilt by President Herbert C. Hoover. In 1934, President Franklin D. Roosevelt ... (3) the 
West Wing and added today’s Oval Office, designed by Eric Gugler.
 
The architectural features of the Oval Office, which draw from baroque, neoclassical, and 
Georgian traditions, have become symbolic of the power and prestige of the Presidency in 
the minds of Americans and people across the world. There are three large south-facing ... (4) 
behind the President’s desk, as well as four doors into different parts of the West Wing.  The 
ceiling is adorned with an elaborate molding around the edge, and features elements of the 
Seal of the President.
 
Presidents generally change the office to suit their personal taste, choosing new furniture, 
new drapery, and designing their own oval-shaped ... (5) to take up most of the floor. Paintings 
are selected from the White House’s own collection, or borrowed from other museums for the 
President’s term in office.
 
The President uses the Oval Office as his primary place of work. It is positioned to provide easy 
... (6) to his staff in the West Wing and to allow him to retire easily to the White House residence 
at the end of the day. The President commonly chooses the Oval Office as the backdrop for 
televised addresses to the nation, and countless foreign leaders have traveled to the office to 
meet with the President.

(source: http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/oval-office
WORDS: shape, enlarged, carpet, designed, windows, access. 

Like Zoom in on America on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Zoom-in-on-America/55275357401
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